WOUNDED AGAIN

the bullet and greatly deadened the force of the blow. This,
however, was hard enough to throw me violently back till my
body touched the croup of my horse ; the officers and men
who were behind me thought I was killed, and I should have
fallen if my orderlies had not held me up. The dressing was
very painful, as the bullet had stuck in the bones just where
the humerus is joined to the clavicle. To extract it the wound
had to be enlarged, and the great scar is still to be seen. I
confess that if I had been colonel I should have accompanied
the troops of wounded who were being sent to Polotsk, crossed
the Dwina, and gone to some town in Lithuania where I
could get attended to. But I was only major ,* the Emperor
might come posting in a day from Witebsk to review the
regiments, and he never did anything except for soldiers
present under arms. This rule, which at first sight seems
cruel, was really in the interest of the service. It kept up
the zeal of those who had been wounded, and made them
eager to rejoin their regiments as soon as they could, instead
of dawdling in hospital, and the army gained much in efficient
strength. Besides, I had every inducement to stay : success
against the enemy, attachment to the regiment, the fact that
I had been wounded when fighting with it. So I stayed,
though suffering intolerable pain, and, putting my arm as
well as I could into a sling, and getting hoisted on to my
horse, went back to the regiment.

Since I had received my wound the aspect of affairs was
much changed ; our men had beaten Wittgenstein and taken                          ^

many prisoners. However, the Russians had succeeded in
reaching the St. Petersburg road and effecting their retreat
towards Sebesh. In order to reach this town from Kliastitsi
it is necessary to cross the vast swamp of Khodanui through
which the great road is carried on an embankment formed of
huge fir-stems laid side by side. A ditch, or rather a broad
and deep canal, runs along each side of the embankment,
and there is no other means of passing without going a long
way in the direction of Sebesh. This passage is more than
a league in length, but the wooden road is of considerable
width. As, therefore, it was impossible to place skirmishers.te turnedtowards a cavalry regiment which was coming up
